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SPECIAL OFFER! 


For those who enjoy wrestling and are proud of it, 
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WRESTLING’S MAIN EVENT is boldly silk-screened on the cap. 


One size fits all. 


Order today for you and a fellow fan! 
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EDITOR'S CORNER 


hould a title change when 

a disqualification has oc- 

cured? In recent years this 

has become a very serious 
problem. It seems that every cham- 
pion has been guilty of a major 
infraction of the rules at one time 
or another during his title reign. 
Top champions Bob Backlund, Ric 
Flair, Nick Bockwinkel as well as 
regional and tag team champions 
around the world have circum- 
vented this rule and used it to their 
advantage on numerous occasions. 
But, is it fair? Should a champion 
have the option of getting himself 
disqualified thereby saving his title 
when defeat seems certain? This 
rule is an excellent escape hatch for 
the many champions who rule the 
sport. It is this editor’s opinion that 
if a disqualification has occured 
during a championship showdown 
and the champion gets disqualified 
the title should go to the true winner 
of the bout. In a recent match seen 
on WOR channel 9 out of New 
York, Rocky Johnson was the most 
savaged victim of this rule. During 
his match against the Magnificent 
Muraco, Captain Lou Albano con- 
tinually interfered on behalf of his 
champion. The referee on numer- 
ous occasions admonished Albano 
for his actions. In fact at one point 
Johnson had Muraco’s shoulders 
pinned to the mat for what was 
probably thirty seconds but while 
this was taking place the referee 
argued with Albano. Finally John- 
son put Muraco in a painful ab- 
dominal stretch. Johnson applied 
the pressure for a couple of min- 
utes then Albano came in the ring. 
As soon as he did the referee sig- 
naled for the bell. Johnson thought 
Muraco had submitted and he had 
won the title. In fact no one knew 
what really happened. Finally once 
all the confusion had died down it 
was announced that Muraco was 


” 
es ee 


disqualified for Albano’s interfer- 
ence. Rocky Johnson had won the 
match but not the title because of 
Albano’s interference. Albano’s ac- 
tions got his man disqualified. Was 
this Albano’s plan? Did the Cap- 
tain deliberately enter the ring 
knowing his man could not escape 
from Johnson’s grasp? By his ac- 
tions the Captain saved Muraco’s 
title. Yet if this ruling had not been 
in effect Rocky Johnson would be 
champion today. 

Actions similar to this have oc- 
cured on numerous occasions but 
this should not be. Many times in 
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b/w photos by Frank Amato and Joe Carrino 


the past Ric Flair has deliberately 
thrown his opponent over the top 
rope thereby getting himself dis- 
qualified and saving his title. Both 
Bob Backlund and Nick Bockwin- 
kel have also been disqualified on 
numerous occasions for various 
infractions. These men have blat- 
ently used the disqualification rule 
to their unfair advantage. Ifa cham- 
pion is disqualified for whatever 
reasons whether it be on account of 
a manager’s interference or a delib- 
erate violation of the rules, he 
should lose not only the match but 
also his title. oO 
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ATTENTION!!! 


JIMMY SNUKA 


FANS!! 


JOIN TODAY! SHOW YOUR SUPPORT 
FOR THE WORLD’S MOST POPULAR WRESTLER 
AND BECOME A CHARTER MEMBER OF THE 


SUPERFLY SNUKA FAN CLUB! 


As a member, you will receive the following: 


* EXCLUSIVE GIANT-SIZED POSTER 
OF JIMMY SNUKA 
* COLOR PHOTOGRAPHS OF 
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x SPECIAL DISCOUNTS ON ASSORTED SOUVENIRS 
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THIS FAN CLUB IS INDEPENDENTLY OPERATED. 


Send Your Letters To: 
WRESTLING’S MAIN EVENT 
Pumpkin Press, Inc. 

(Dept. LT) 

350 Fifth Avenue, Rm. 6204 
New York, N.Y. 10118 


Let Us Know What You Think! 


Open Letter to Muraco 


Dear Wrestling’s Main Event: 

| have a very special letter for the 
Magnificent Muraco. I would ap- 
preciate it if you would publish it in 
your magazine. 

To The Magnificent Muraco: 

1 would like to say congratula- 
tions on winning the championship 
belt. | am sure you deserved it, 
because | believe you worked very 
hard for it. I don’t think it’s fair 
when people call you a “Beach 
Bum.” They just don’t know a 
good wrestler when they see one. | 
saw you in Warren, Ohio recently 
and you did a terrific job. Of all the 
wrestlers, you are the greatest, and 
also my favorite. Good Luck! | 
hope to see you in my town again! 

A faithful fan, 
Diane Alfageh, 
Youngstown, Ohio 


Jimmy Valiant is the Best! 


I am writing to say your maga- 
zine is truly number one. I would 
like to see more articles and pic- 
tures of the “Boogie Woogie Man, 
Jimmy Valiant” I think he’s the 
greatest! 

Also I want to praise him for the 
outstanding job he’s doing against 


LETTERS 


George Napolitano 
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The Boogie Woogie Man, 
Handsome Jimmy Valient 


the House of Humperdink! When 
Jimmy gets through with the One 
Man Gang, then do your fans a 
favor, DESTROY OLIVER HUM- 
PERDINK!! We know you can do 
it. 
Patricia Ellis 
W. Portsmouth, Ohio 


Ed. Note: 

We are sorry that we haven't yet 
featured “the Boogie Woogie Man,” 
But don't despair we are planning a 
full feature on him in an upcoming 
issue of MAIN EVENT. 


Lay Off Tommy Rich 


In the past several months experts 
have said Tommy Rich would have 
three to six months left to his wres- 
tling career. Well, now he’s back 
and better than ever. 

He wouldn’t have been ina slump 
in the first place if he hadn’t been 
attacked from behind by two or 
three men at a time. 

It didn’t take Tommy too long to 
get where he is now, and it won't 
take him long to get his World’s 
heavyweight belt back from Flair. 
So stop saying he’s past his prime! 


He’s back and he’s back to stay. 
Stephanie Z. 
Michigan 
Ed. Note: 


Sorry to disagree with you but we 
never said that Tommy was past 
his prime. He is still young, gifted 
and talented and with any kind of 
luck he will win the World’s cham- 
pionship someday. 


Big John’s Small Heart 


lam writing about John Studd’s 
Bodyslam challenges. I think John 
Studd is the biggest wimp there is. 
When Fred Blassie puts the money 
up for the Bodyslam challenges, he 
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Mad Dog Buzz Sawyer in full control 


should do it fairly. First Gorilla 
Monsoon was going to slam John 
Studd but he held onto the rope. 
Then came Andre the Giant. Blas- 
sie knew Studd was going to be 
slammed so the cowardly manager 
held onto him. | think whenever 
there are Bodyslam challenges, Fred 
Blassie should stay out of the ring. 
Yours sincerely, 

Anthony Ottaviano 

Yonkers, N.Y. 


Ed. Note: 

We at MAIN EVENT agree with 
you wholeheartedly. Fred Blassie 
should not be allowed into the ring 
during the Bodyslam competition. 


A Valentine for Greg 


I happen to be Greg Valentine 
fan. | was wondering if you could 
write an article on Greg in your 
magazine. MAIN EVENT is truly 
the best magazine around. Keep up 
the great work! 

Andrew Felrice 
Gaithersburg, Md. 
Ed. Note: 
Thank you very much for your 
comments. Don't miss next month’s 
issue because we will have a full 
feature on your favorite, Greg 
Valentine. 


Buzz through Rose Colored Glasses 
I think Buzz Sawyer is the great- 


est wrestler on the face of the earth, 
not to mention the best looking. 


World Championship Wrestling 
is a fantastic program, but, Gor- 
don Solie is very unfair to Buzz. 
Gordon is a powerhouse of wres- 
tling knowledge but favors Rich, 
Orndorff and Santana. 

Sawyer’s Powerslam capabilities 
are unmatched by any man in the 
world, 

Sawyer is not only the most cap- 
able wrestler, but also the most 
tantalizing, sexiest and smartest wres- 
tler of them all. 

In love with Sawyer, 
Cindy H. 
Bentonville, Ark. 


Ed. Note: 
We have to admit that Buzz Saw- 
yer is a commendable athlete. We 


hope you enjoyed the photos of 
Buzz Sawyer in the April issue of 


WME. 


“Fabulous Ones” are Fabulous 


I think you have donea great job 
with your magazine. You have 
written stories about many wrestlers 
from many different states but you 
have yet to write an article on the 
greatest tag team ever, The Fabu- 
lous Ones. I would like to see a 
story on them in your magazine. 

Keep up the good work. 

Teresa Durham 
Adamsville, Tenn. 

Ed. Note: 
We will be featuring a story on the 
Fabulous Ones in the near future. 


JOAN WISE’S 
FIGHTING 
FEMMES 


Catfights, mixed wrestling, strong 
women, boxing, face sitting matches, 
fernale domination-films and photo sets, 
live events. Send $3.00 for sample copy 
of newsletter/brochure to: JOAN WISE 
CLUB. P.O. Box 1209(WMC), G.P.O. 
Bronx, NY 10451. 
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fighters, Strong Muscular Body- 
builders, Sexy Apartment Wrestlers, 
Mud Wrestlers, or Male vs Female 
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WRESTLING’S ROUND-UP 


ince our last issue Ric 
Flair has continued his 
mastery over the wrestling 
world. Flair has to be the 
most traveled man in the sport. 
After successfully defending his 
World’s championship in Toronto, 
Canada, Flair left for a world tour 
which took him to New Zealand, 
Australia, Malaysia, the Phillipines, 
Thailand and Japan. A truly incred- 
ible schedule and one which lends 
credence to his claim of being the 
real World’s champion. Although 
both Nick Bockwinkel and Bob 
Backlund are good champions, 
neither one defends his title in as 
many places as the NWA cham- 
pion, Ric Flair. Flair, if he con- 
tinues at his present pace, could go 
down in history as the greatest 
champion of all time... 

The Midnight Rider has com- 
pletely vanished from the scene. 
While wrestling in Florida the Mid- 
night Rider thoroughly captivated 
the area with his sensational style. . . 

Terry Allen has looked very im- 
pressive in his recent bouts. Allen 
has a bright future ahead of him... 

Although Sergeant Slaughter and 
Private Don Kernodle have the 
Mid-Atlantic tag team belts, Jay 
Youngblood and Ricky Steamboat 
are still hot on their trail. In a 
recent boot camp match in Toronto, 
Canada, Youngblood and Steam- 
boat pulled a surprise upset when 
they defeated the Slaughter-Kern- 
odle team. Could this spell the end 
of Slaughter and Kernodle’s reign? 

The Ugandan Giant, Kamala, is 
knocking them dead in the south- 
west territory... 

Terry Kay is the proud holder of 
the Canadian T.V. championship. 

Tony Parisi has been very active 
lately wrestling in Toronto and 
Montreal. In Montreal, Parisi along : 
with partner Gino Brito are the Greg Gagne braces for action. 


The wild Scott, Roddy Piper 
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International Tag Team champions. 
While in Toronto, Parisi has been 
engaged in a bitter feud with Leo 
Burke for the North American 
championship... 

Paul Orndorff continues to turn 
back all challengers for his National 
Heavyweight crown. 

In the Southeastern territory Bob 
Armstrong is now a hated rule- 
breaker. 

In Memphis, the Sheepherders 
are once again the Southern Tag 
Team champions by virtue of their 
victory over the “Fabulous Ones,” 
Stanley Lane and Steve Keirn... 

The Missouri championship is 
now in the hands of talented Kerry 
Von Erich. Von Erich has been 
dividing his time between Missouri 
and Texas. In Texas, Kerry along 
with his brothers Kevin and David 
are involved in a heated feud with 
the “Fabulous Freebirds,” Michael 
Hayes, Terry Gordy and Buddy 
Roberts. .. 

Big John Studd continues to be 
the talk of the WWF. Studd is now 
engaged ina bitter feud with Andre 
the Giant. Recently in Madison 
Square Garden “Superfly” Snuka 
amazed the large crowd when he 
leaped from the shoulders of Andre 
the Giant landing on Afa of the 
Samoans, bringing the MSG crowd 
to their feet as they cheered the 
fabulous spectacle. .. 

In Japan, wrestling for the New 
Japan Pro Wrestling Association, 
a three-way split has developed 
between the wrestlers. Wrestling 
on one side are Antonio Inoki, 
Tatsumi Fujinami, Seji Sagaguchi 
and Tiger Mask. Another group 
consists of Killer Kahn, Tiger Ta- 
guchi (Kim Duk) Mr. Saito, Riki 
Chosyu and Kuniaki Kabayashi. 
The last group is comprised of 
former IWE wrestlers Rusher 
Kimura, Animal Hamaguchi and 


photos by Bill Otten, Linda Platt, Larry Barnhizer 


Jerry Lawler tears into Tommy Rich 
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Make Any Girl Do Anything 
You Mentally Command— 


With Your Mind Alone! 


Now! Command...control... dominate any girl with the power 
of your mind—and your mind alone. Miraculously watch even 
someone you have just met do exactly what you silently com- 


FREE! HOW TO REMEMBER 
“GIRL-FACTS’’ FOREVER! 


mand her to do. Willingly ... cheerfully... quickly! 


You can do it because you have unknowingly done it before. 


Accept my “‘no-risk, free-trial’’ offer—and I'll prove it to you! 


I would be skeptical if I read an ad like this. 
But I'd be highly intrigued as you are now. 

Being able to master beautiful girls is prob- 
ably your secret wish. One which you believe 
could never come true. 

Well, think again! Your secret wish is about to 
be granted. Very shortly, you are going to 
demonstrate that fact with any girl you want. On 
this exciting occasion, you are going to project a 
thought command to that girl. Not one word 
will be uttered by you... 


YET THAT BEAUTY IS GOING 
TO FOLLOW YOUR SILENT 
COMMAND TO THE LETTER 

... WITHOUT EVER KNOWING 

THAT YOU GAVE THE ORDER! 


Only you will know why she is acting as your 
submissive slave. Why her only desire is to 
please you without objection. Instead of a cold 
*no’’, you will hear a warm ‘‘Yes, YES!”’ 

Your next test will be even more unbelievable! 
You’ll command not just one but four or five 
gorgeous creatures. This time, you’ll mentally 
project a thought command to this entire 
luscious group. 


AGAIN, WONDROUSLY, THAT 
‘‘HAREM” IS GOING TO PERFORM 
YOUR SILENT COMMAND 
EXACTLY AS YOU WILLED IT! 


Again, they will have absolutely no idea what- 
soever that their seemingly voluntary actions are 
dictated by you. Why should they? You said 
nothing, made no moves. You stated your 
desires only one way—mentally! 

Imagine acrowd of luscious gals doing exactly 
what you want them to do—when you want 
them to do it—with no holds barred. A fantasy 
come true! 

But wait! You’ll sop even these astounding 
results. In the months and years to come, you 
are going to intensify your mystic ability to 
dominate girl after girl. Any time you want, with 
your mind alone. 

Does all this sound impossible? Not only hard 
to believe, but hard to achieve? Then get set fora 
super-surprise! 


YOU WILL BELIEVE IT... 
AND YOU WILL ACHIEVE IT! 


Stop and think for a moment. Skeptics were 
once dead-certain that the earth was flat. Man 
reach the Moon? Jmpossible! 

You and I know differently. Yesteryears’ 
“never-happens’’ are stark realities today. So if 
you still are a skeptic, I’m more than willing to 
give you the opportunity to make a liar out of 
me. 

Along with the chance to prove me wrong, I'll 
also give you the “‘risk-free’’ chance to prove 
I’m right... plus a free gift. Here's my 
proposal. 


I am now releasing an unusual manual on a 
subject which has fascinated mankind for ages. 
That subject is parapsychology. 

It deals with the power of the mind to project 
thought and communicate with others, outside 
the body, using none of the five senses. 

In plain words, this extraordinary technique 
helps you command, control, and dominate 
girls solely with your mind. 

Strangely enough, you may have already done 
so without ever realizing it through your own 
unconscious, native-born ability. Now, for the 
very first time, you can perform it consciously, 
upon demand! 

I call this technique SUCCESP—the science 
of extra-sensory persuasion, Properly used, it 
permits your thoughts to influence one girl or 
many! 

TRY IT WITHOUT RISK. 
PAY ONLY IF IT WORKS FOR YOU! 


Before you actually buy my SUCCESP 
manual for ten dollars, I want you to try it out as 
my guest for 31 days. During this free-trial, you 
won't be on the hook for one cent. Because I 
promise not to cash your check or money order 
for at least 31 days after I’ve sent it to you. 


Never again forget a pretty face 
or her phone number! FREE 
Bonus Gift reveals the one big (yet 
so simple) secret that makes any- 
thing you want to remember abso- 
lutely unforgettable. 

Instantly recall names, facts, 
figures. Even if you want to forget, 
you won't be able to. Enjoy an im- 
pressive magnetic memory. Yours 
just for trying SUCCESP. See cou- 
pon for details. 


Try this awesome technique the next time you 
spot an attractive girl in the street, on the beach, 
at a bar, at a party—anywhere! Convince 
yourself beyond the shadow of a doubt that 
SUCCESP really works. That you can conquer 
any girl who turns you on. 

If you are not positively pleased for any 
reason, just return the manual to me. I’ll speed 
back your check or money order—uncashed. 

Still skeptical? OK, post-date your check for 
31 days from today. That way | can’t possibly 
deposit it even if I wanted to. You're protected 
100%! 

Whatever happens, I want you to keep the 
FREE Bonus Gift. It’s yours merely for making 
this trial—and making out as you never did 
before. 

You can’t lose by mailing the coupon now, 
But you can win big when you can make any girl 
do anything you mentally command, A// at my 
sole risk! 


MCMLXXX Matchmakers 
49 W. 37th St., N.Y., N.Y. 10018 


allel el lll lh ee Eel dit | 
! Matchmakers 

49 West 37th St. 
Dept. EP283 

New York, N.Y. 10018 


You’re on! Rush postpaid my 
SUCCESP manual and FREE Gift to 
keep. Enclosed is my check or 
money order for $10—NOT TO BE 
DEPOSITED FOR 31 DAYS AFTER 
YOU SHIP MY ORDER. If | return the 
manual within that time, you’ll send 
back my payment, uncashed. Ship 
in plain wrapper. (Sorry,.no COD’s) 


PrintName 
Address 
City 


State Zip 
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Baron Von Raske questions an angry referee. 


Isamu Teronishi. All three factions 
are at odds with each other and 
some wild bouts have been taking 
place between the members of each 
group... 

Meanwhile, All Japan Pro Wres- 
tling continues to depend upon top 
American wrestlers for its cards. 
Japanese stars include Giant Baba, 
Jumbo Tsuruta, Tenru and Mr. 
Onita while the Americans include 
practically every top wrestler in the 
sport. Among the stars that regu- 
larly tour Japan for All Japan Pro 
Wrestling include: Harley Race, 
Dory and Terry Funk, the Briscos, 
Superfly Snuka, Bruiser Brody, 
Stan Hansen, the Great Kabuki, 
Tommy Rich and many other top 
wrestlers. Although, All Japan im- 
ports many top “foreign” stars to 


Japan, the New Japan Pro Wres- 
tling Association continues to out 
draw them... 

Dory Funk Jr. isnowthe Mid- 
Atlantic Heavyweight champion by 
virtue of his victory over arch rival 
Jack Brisco in a wild battle. . . 

The intelligent and sensational 
Destroyer is still very active through- 
out Canada... 

Italian sensation, Salvatore Bel- 
lomo, has been gaining quite a fol- 
lowing on the East Coast. Besides 
wrestling in the East, Bellomo has 
also been appearing regularly in 
Toronto, Canada. 

Another young star who has 
been gathering quite a fan follow- 
ing on the East Coast is the sensa- 
tional Eddie Gilbert. Gilbert has 
the potential to go very far in this 


sport... 

Curt Hennig is now appearing in 
Portland, Oregon... 

Playboy Buddy Rose is wres- 
tling in Oregon after a very success- 
ful stay on the East Coast... 

Tony Atlas returned to Atlanta, 
the scene of his many great 
triumphs... 

“Captain Redneck” Dick Mur- 
dock is engaged in a bitter feud 
with the Iranian wildman, the Iron 
Sheik. .. 

Roddy Piper has been very busy 
lately wrestling in Puerto Rico, the 
Mid-Atlantic region and Florida. 
Roddy’s fan reception, however, 
differs in every area he appears. In 
the Mid-Atlantic he is cheered, 
while in Florida and the Caribbean 
he is reviled... 
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WRESTLING’S ROUND-UP 


Peeing 
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Tiger Mask’s knee fells Chris Adams. Adrian Adonis is hoping 
to win the Southwestern title. 


“The Magnificent” Muraco and 
Rocky Johnson are involved in bit- 
ter war. At stake is Muraco’s Inter 
Continental belt. . . 

“The King” Jerry Lawler has 
been appearing regularly in many 
of the big cities promoted by the 
AWA. He also continues to wrestle 
in his hometown of Memphis. . . 

“The Russian Bear” Ivan Koloff, 
frustrated by his many unsuccess- 
ful attempts to wrest the National 
Heavyweight championship from 
Paul Orndorff in their many meet- 
ings has left Florida and is now 
wrestling in the WWF... 

Hulk Hogan may be the number 
one fan favorite in the nation. The 
fans simply love the Hulk... 

The Fabulous Kangaroos, Don 
Kent and Bobby Heffernan, are 
once again the proud holders of the 
prestigious Global Tag Team 
championship... 

That’s all for now. Hope you 
enjoy this issue of MAIN EVENT 
and look for us again on the news- : 
stands next month. oO Brad Armstrong is a young, talented contender moving upward. 


14. WRESTLING’S MAIN EVENT 


photos by Bill Otten 


INTO THE SPOTLIGHT 


Terry Allen 


and Scott McGhee: 


HEADED FOR 
STARDOM 


By Vito Schipa 


erry Allen and Scott Mc- 

Ghee are two up and com- 

ing young men headed 

straight for stardom. After 

several years of standing in the 

shadows Terry Allen and Scott 

McGhee stepped right into the spot- 

light when they defeated the world 

renowned Fabulous Kangaroos to 
win the Global Tag Team title. 

Who are Terry Allen and Scott 


McGhee? Anyone who has been 
following the Florida scene for any 
length of time must have seen both 
Scott and Terry in action on 
numerous occasions. Usually they 
wrestled in the first or second match 
but once you've seen them they 
leave an indelible impression in 
your mind. It was certain that with 
experience they would become 
stars. When first seeing them in 


ts 


Terry Allen’s elbow pulverizes Heffernan. 
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action you knew at once that they 
had the moves and the maneuvers 
but not yet the experience of sea- 
soned pros. They sometimes missed 
a dropkick or a leap off the ropes 
that would lead to their defeat. But 
Terry Allen and Scott McGhee 
worked constantly to correct this. 
They trained together, traveled to- 
gether and learned together. Even- 
tually their hard work payed off 


15 


Scott McGhee ready for action. 
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Terry Allen stands in center ring 
: ready for action. 


Terry Allen gets ready to lift Allen grabs Heffernan by the shoulder and 


up Kangaroo, Bobby Heffernan. gets ready for the pin. 


A, 


Scott McGhee wrenchs Don Kent's leg. 
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and they were granted a non-title 
match against the Fabulous Kan- 
garoos. The Kangaroos figured that 
their match would be easy but boy 
were they in for a surprise. Scott 
McGhee and Terry Allen surprised 
everyone in attendance and de- 
feated the Kangaroos in this battle. 

During their match Allen and 
McGhee used frequent tag offs, 
aerial maneuvers and their all 
around wrestling skill to subdue 
the Kangaroos. On the basis of this 
victory the team was awarded a 
title match against the Kangaroos 
and in the upset victory of 83 Terry 
Allen and Scott McGhee made his- 
tory when they defeated the Fabu- 
lous Kangaroos to win the Global 
Tag Team title. 

“This was the greatest moment 
of our lives,” says Terry. “Finally 
all our hard work paid off. We won 


Scott McGhee kicks Don Kent 
during a wild tag-team bout. 


the title from a top team and now 
we have gained the recognition and 
respect we have been fighting for so 
long. It took me almost three years 
to get here and it’s a good feeling. I 
only hope that it will last. Right 
now we know that we have to work 
hard to stay ontop, but Scott and I 
feel that we have finally put it all 
together.” 

Unfortunately Terry Allen and 
Scott McGhee’s title reign was short 
lived, because six days after win- 
ning the Global tag team title 
the team lost their title back to the 
Fabulous Kangaroos ina wild brawl. 
For six days in January Terry 
Allen and Scott McGhee were sit- 
ting on top of the world and now 


that they know first hand what it is 
like to be sitting there, we can 
expect to see both Allen and Mc- 
Ghee really breaking out and mak- 
ing a name for themselves in 1983. 

“What can you say,” a philoso- 
phical Terry Allen said after his 
team’s defeat, “We have no one to 
blame but ourselves. But both Scott 
and I learned a great deal from this 
experience. It’s made us much bet- 
ter wrestlers and I can assure you 
that we will soon be back in the 
No. 1 spot. We’ve already defeated 
the Fabulous Kangaroos on two 
occasions and we are confident 
that we will do it again.” 

Terry Allen and Scott McGhee 
are two determined young men 
who have a great future ahead of 
them. Be on the lookout for these 
young stars they seem destined for 
greatness. Oo 
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TIGER MASK 
Defeats 
BLACK TIGER 


and Retains the Championship 


By Koichi Yoshizawa 


fter a very successful tour 
of the United States the 
fantastic Tiger Mask re- 
turned to Japan and there 
he has continued his winning ways 
in sensational style. Tiger Mask’s 
incredible techniques defy descrip- 
tion as he is without doubt one of 
the top five men in the world today, 
and seems to get better and better 
with each passing month. 
Recently in Tokyo Tiger Mask 
put his WWF Junior Heavyweight 
title on the line against his arch- 
rival, the Black Tiger from Eng- 
land. Early in 1982 the Black Tiger 
had held the WWF Junior Heavy- 
weight title after defeating El Gran 
Hamada in the finals of an elimina- 
tion tournament to crown a new 
WWE Junior champion. The rea- 
son for the tournament was due to 
Tiger Mask’s relinquishing of the 
belt due to a serious leg injury. 
WWE president Mr. Hisashi Shin- 
ma then declared the title vacant 
and set up an elimination tourna- 
ment. In the finals Black Tiger 
defeated Hamada and captured the 
belt. 
Once Tiger Mask’s leg was com- 
pletely healed, the sensational grap- 
pler wrestled Les Thorton for the 


Tiger Mask Suplexes the Black Tiger to the mat. 
Tiger Mask proudly holds up the championship trophy. p 
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Photos by George Napolitano 


Tiger Mask hurls the Black Tiger across the ring. Tiger Mask stands atop the ring posts and awaits his introduction. 


Tiger Mask applies an Arm Bar on his mysterious rival. 
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The match ends when Tiger Mask uses his German Suplex on the Black Tiger. 


NWA Junior Heavyweight title. 
Tiger Mask defeated Thorton to 
win the NWA Junior title. Two 
days later Tiger Mask challenged 
the Black Tiger and with both titles 
at stake the sensational Tiger Mask 
emerged the triumphant holder of 
both Junior championships. 

Since that time the Black Tiger 
has been clamoring for a return 
bout and finally after many phone 
calls the match was arranged. 

The championship bout between 
Tiger Mask and Black Tiger was a 
real thriller as both wrestlers tore 


Black Tiger waits for his introduction. 
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at each other using every conceive- 
able hold and counter hold as well 
as incredible aerial maneuvers to 
gain the upper hand. Both men had 
the large Tokyo crowd on their feet 
throughout the battle cheering every 
move of Tiger Mask and the Black 
Tiger. Finally after twenty-five min- 
utes of non stop brutal action Tiger 
Mask executed a sensational Ger- 
man Suplex and the large crowd 
went wild as he tossed the Black 
Tiger up and over his shoulders. 
Ceremonial streamers flew into the 
ring as the victorious Tiger Mask 


es 
A \ 


f -- Ae 
Referee Peter Takhashi raises the arm of the victorious Tiger Mask. 


waved to the exuberant crowd. 
Once the ring announcer gave the 
final decision a beautiful trophy 
was brought into the ring and pre- 
sented to Tiger Mask for yet another 
thrilling victory. 

Since coming on the scene Tiger 
Mask has proven to be one of the 
most exciting and formidable wres- 
tlers to come along in many, many 
years and it is going to take a super 
effort by a terrifc athlete to defeat 
him. Right now Tiger Mask is the 
peerless head of his class and he 
simply has no equals. Oo 
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TITO SANTANA 


Superstar of the Future 


future Superstar” is an 
apt description for the 
exciting and talented grap- 
pler from Mexico, Tito 
Santana. Tito Santana has been 
wrestling professionally for six and 
a half years and during this time 
Tito’s climb to the top has been 
slow but steady. Watching him in 
the ring it is obvious that Santana 
has learned his lessons well and is 
now on his way to becoming one of 
the top attractions in the sport. 
Tito isa complete wrestler who can 
do so many things inside that ring. 
Tito is well versed in every scien- 
tific hold and maneuver and can 
also execute a wide assortment of 
aerial maneuvers. Today Tito has 
added muscle to his already well 
proportioned frame and by day 
can always be found in a gymna- 
sium readying himself for his next 
match. 

Tito Santana is truly a man de- 
dicated to his sport, and with dedi- 
cation such as this it won’t be long 
before he makes it to the top. 

Before pursuing a professional 
wrestling career Tito played two 
years of professional football. In 
1975 after his graduation from col- 
lege, Santana.joined the Kansas 
City Chiefs and played for them for 
one season. In 1976 Santana played 
football in Vancouver, British Co- 
lumbia in the Canadian Football 
League for the B.C. Lions. After 
completing that season Tito tried 


By George Napolitano 


his hand at professional wrestling 
and needless to say the young sen- 
sation soon traded in his spikes and 
helmet for a pair of boots and 
tights. 

What prompted Santana to tackle 
the world of professional wrestling? 
Tito explains, “In college I met 
Dory and Terry Funk and at the 
time they tried to convince me to 
go into wrestling after I completed 
college. Joe Blanchard also tried to 
talk me into going into wrestling 
then, but I had my mind set on 
playing professional football. After 


so many years of practicing and 
playing football I was determined 
to see how | would do in the pros, 
but after turning pro | also started 
to wonder how | would do as a 
wrestler and it became a dilemma 
for me. However, once I got to the 
pros I quickly learned how far I 
was going to go in pro football. It 
was then that I decided to meet a 
new challenge, wrestling. Almost 
immediately I began to put all my 
time and effort into wrestling and I 
never once regretted my decision. 
Never once have I stopped to look 


Tito has the Iron Sheik Trapped in a Side Headlock. 
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color photo by George Napolitano 
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back, I am only looking ahead 
to a better and brighter future.” 
After turning pro, Tito began his 
wrestling career in Florida. From 
Florida Tito traveled to Georgia 
staying one year before moving on 
to the mid Atlantic area. After a 
few years’ stay in the Carolinas 
Tito returned to Texas for a short 
three month tour and then it was 
on to the East Coast and the WWF 
area. While wrestling in the WWF 
Tito amassed a fan following second 
to none. Although he was still 
somewhat inexperienced, the fans 
quickly got behind him and helped 
push him to stardom. Teaming 
with the popular Ivan Putski, this 
dynamic duo succeeded in captur- 
ing the prestigious WWF Tag Team 
title. During their reign they became 
one of the most popular teams ever 
to hold these belts. Looking back 
on his partnership with Putski, 
Tito has nothing but fond memo- 


eevee Wie a et a! 


Many people didn’t think that we Tito’s foot crashes down on Patera as he tries to reenter the ring. 


l) 
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were going to be successful together 
but we fooled everyone. We trained 
together, worked out together and 
fought together with tremendous 
harmony. Ivan taught me a great 
deal and I’m happy that I had the 
Opportunity to team up with this 


amazing man. 
After leaving the East Coast, 


Santana traveled to the AWA ter- 
ritory. There the popular star stayed 
for two years picking up invaluable 
experience and winning a great 
many of his matches. While in the 
AWA Tito wrestled Nick Bock- 
winkel the AWA champion to a 
one hour draw and came very close 
to winning the belt that night. “My 
match against Bockwinkel has to 
be the greatest match of my career,” 
says Tito. “The man knows so 
much about the sport and I was 
fortunate to match him hold for 
hold that night. My only regret is 
that the match had only a sixty 
instead of a ninety minute curfew. I 
was in perfect condition and ready 
to wrestle all night if need be to win 
that belt. Despite my disappoint- 
ment with the match ending in a Tito enters the ring and smashes the back of Patera’s head. 
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draw, I learned a great deal just 
being in the ring with a champion 
like Bockwinkel.” 

While wrestling in the AWA 
Tito had the opportunity to team 
up with the talented Rick Martel 
and together these two were sensa- 
tional. Unfortunately their part- 
nership did not last very long since 
Tito was already committed to go 
to Atlanta before Martel even arrived 
on the scene. “For six weeks Rick 
and I traveled everywhere and we 
really hit it off tremendously. Asa 
team we were very successful. The 
people were behind us 100% and 
our styles complemented each other 
perfectly. I wish I had known before 
that Rick was coming into the area. 
If I did, then I wouldn’t have made 
a commitment to leave the AWA, 
But someday our paths will cross 
again and when they do we will go 
after that tag team title, and cap- 


ture it.” ; 
At the present time Tito Santana 


is wrestling in Georgia, Ohio and 
Michigan competing for World’s 
Championship Wrestling. Since 
arriving there Santana has proven 
to bea topflight grappler. His fiery 
style and all around ability have 
truly captivated the fans. Right 
now he is slowly working his way 
towards getting a World’s cham- 


pionship match. 
In preparation for this day Tito 


Santana has now become a physi- 
cal fitness fanatic. “Training is the 
key,” confesses Tito. Years ago the 
sport was filled with rugged, big 
men. Today, however, the trend is 
toward a sleeker athlete whose body 
is molded with weight training and 
constant exercise. We are still 
wrestlers but now some of us are 
using the weights to our advantage. 
It’s hard to believe but years ago in 
football, players ignored weight 
training. In wrestling the same was 
true but today, all this has changed. 
We've learned that strength, speed 
and agility are just as important as 
other aspects of the sport and that’s 
what I’m concentrating on now. 
I've already added fifteen pounds 
to the 225 pounds I was when wres- 
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Tito Santana and Ivan Putski display their WWF Tag Team Championship belts. 


tling in New York and I’ve added it 
in all the right places. | now move 
better and seem to handle my 
opponents a lot easier. I also don’t 
have to strain nearly as much as I 
did before. Add these things to the 
experience I’ve gained and | feel 
that | am making a great deal of 
progress. So far my career has just 
gone up and up and upandas long 
as | keep on training and learning I 
know it’s going to continue this 
way. At first 1 didn’t know what 
wrestling was all about and I figure 
that after five years I would get out. 


But now that I see that | am mak- 
ing steady progress towards my 
goal my only ambition is to con- 
tinue training and learning until I 
get to the top. I know that it’s going 
to take time and it’s going to be 
hard, but I am willing to make all 
the sacrifices necessary to become 
champion.” 

Tito Santana possesses all of the 
ingredients necessary to become a 
superstar. In time this youngster 
should put it all together and 
become the number one wrestler in 
the world. oO 
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MIL MASCARAS 


The 


Masked Legend 
Lives On! 


By R.J. Dariano 


Mil Mascaras is also a sensation in Japan. 
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n the sport there are many 

stars, headliners and main event 

attractions; heroes and villians 

alike. Beyond this, though is 
the very special category of the 
superstars whose universal appeal 
reaches everyone. Andre the Giant, 
Dusty Rhodes and the legendary 
Bruno Sammartino are some 
members in this elite club. Yet even 
these great Superstars pale in com- 
parison to the incredible Mil Mas- 
caras. 

He is known world over as “The 
Man of a Thousand Masks” when 
he enters the ring decked out in his 
colorful mask, capes and tights, he 
resembles a super hero of comic 
book proportions such as Batman, 
Spiderman, or any of the other 
great comic heroes. 

Through the years there have 
been many stories, some greatly 
exaggerated, as to why this great 
Mexican wrestler chooses to hide 
his identity. As with most masked 
wrestlers there have been rumors 
of a disgraceful event in his past 
that has forced him to conceal his 
identity, but nothing could be fur- 
ther from truth! Many fans don’t 
realize that Mil Mascaras has two 
brothers who are professional wres- 
tlers (Dos Caras and E] Scicodelico). 
They too are masked wrestlers. 
These three brothers choose to 


Mascaras attempts to gain 
the advantage on Koloff. 
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Mascaras plants a dropkick in Professor Tanaka’s face. 


RI 
SCISSORS 


Take it anywhere. Made of 
stainless steel. Folds 
down to a compact 
1 7/8", opens toa 

full 3 1/4". Great for 
cutting thread,fisning 
line,anything you can 
think of.Clips to your 
key chain through a 
special eyelet. 
Satisfaction 
guaranteed 


S232 eee ee ee ~ 
Sent to: CHELO ENTERPRISES, 
350 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK, 

NEW YORK 10118 
Name 


Address 


Send me Scissors at $2.95ea. 
Plus 50¢ post. & hand. charge = 
(Check or money order, no COD) a 


Bigger - More Powerful 
A Muslces .. Faster! Unique 
A muscle pumping methods 
Free Booklet & Reports! 
Send name & address to: 
UNIVERSAL-7, ~Box 6694,Detroit,MI 48240 


PHOTO ID 


IN FULL COLOR - SEALED IN PLASTIC 
ALL STATES & PROVINCES 
— FREE BIRTH CERTIFICATE = 
24-Hour Service * Moneyback Guarantee 
SEND $6.00, Name, Address, Sex, 
Height, Weight, Color Hair, Eyes, 
Birthdate & Small Photo. 


CARDINAL PUBLISHING, DEPT. 308 
2071 Emerson, Box $200 + Jacksonville, Florids 32207 


PHOTO ID 


\\ ih impeeneresarzon) 


More Detalis - 25" 


WIN ANY FIGHT 


IN 5 SECONDS FLAT! 


Batter bullies! 
in their tracks ... 


Simple, clever, easy 
protection for a man or 
woman of any age, any 
size! No longer be scared 
stiff of getting mugged, 
walking alone at night, or 
getting into a fight. 

Right now, send for my 
BULLY BOOK and make 
mince-meat out of any- 
one foolish enough to 
start up with you. Dis- 
cover how to turn the 
tables on “bigger-than- 
you" surprise attackers. 


BULLY BOOK, Dept. 


Instantly stop trouble-makers dead 
even if you're a 90 Ib. weakling! 


No weapons required— 
just yourself and my 
proven technique! 

Puts an invisible, all- 
powerful FREE body- 
guard at your side 24- 
hours a day, ready to 
spring to your forceful 
defense at once. Used by 
thousands to guard 
against muggers, rap- 
ists, and robbers. 

BULLY BOOK, fully 
illustrated, available 
only by mail, Money back 


anytime if not fully 
pleased. Why live in fear 
needlessly? Rush name, 
address, zip code and 
$5.00 to: 


, 49 West 37th St., N.Y., N.Y. 10018 


BEST BY MAIL 


Rates: Write National, Box 5, Sarasota, FI. 33578 
MERCHANDISE FOR SALE 


FIREWORKS! Giant color catalog, $2.00. Refund- 
able. Fireworks Unlimited, Deerfield, Oh, 44411 


UNUSUAL Home Shopping Catalog. Send $1.00 to: 
Richmond Bausch, 12 Applegate Dr., Hamlin, N.Y. 
14464 

SINCLAIR, Timex computer owners. Eight program 
cassette, $5. (Entertainment, Household, others). 
ZX81X(A) Club, PO Box 22446, Baltimore, Md, 21203 

INSTRUCTIONS 
ANIMATION learning course, color catalog: $2. 
Heath Prods., 6717 Beniamin, Tampa, Fl. 33614 
HEALTH 


o) 
= 
4 
wo 
3 
° 
x 
3 
a 
< 
~ 
sc 
4 
a 
fay 
fal 
° 
=z; 
a 
cq 
= 
o 
3 
= 
r 
° 
S 
o 
= 
s 
3 
3 
¢| 
a 
bs 


$2.50. Applied Biology, Box 02293, Columbus, Oh. 43202 
MONEYMAKING OPPORTUNITIES 


“MONEY In Your Mailbox’’ — Consulting company 
reveals 24 secrets. 104 page mailorder beginners 
book. Consultants, Box 740213(H), Dallas, Tx. 75374 


FANTASTIC Opportunity. Free Details. WA, Box 
593(N), Wilmette, Il. 60091 


$1000. WEEKLY! Mailing circulars. 
8716(J114), Mpls., Mn. 55408(D), 
RELIGIOUS 


PROTESTANT News on Papal Conspiracy, $1.00. 
Reverend, Box 3646, Manchester, N.H. 03105 


PERSONAL - MISCELLANEOUS 


ATTRACT Any Man/Woman You Desire! $6.95. Peg~- 
mart, PO Box 1314, Beaverton, Or. 97075 


‘SINGLE person pickup packet. SASE, details. Box 
701(B), Everett, Wa. 98206 


SASE: Bo: 


x 


five dollars to: J. J. Publications, P.O. Box 27006, 
Riverdale, I. 60627 


FAITHFUL Oriental Wives. Cherry Blossoms, 
1021(SS), Honokaa, Hi. 96727 


JAPANESE Girls Make wonderful wives. Let us 
introduce you fo an unspoiled Oriental Beauty. $2.00 
brings photos, descriptions, application. Japan Inter- 
national, Box 156(SP), Carnelian Bay, Ca. 95711 


PRO-WRESTLING 


Combat Sports Monthly is wrestling’s #1 
news publication. $1.25 per issue or 


Box 


$12.00 per year. FREE giant photo list 
with each subscription. 
COMBAT SPORTS, Box 651 
Gracie Sta., N.Y., N.Y. 10028-0011 


hide their identity because of a well 
guarded family secret that few in- 
siders know about. Perhaps some- 
day Mil Mascaras will decide to tell 
the public, but until then we must 
wait for the answer. 

The list of stars Mascaras has 
met in the squared circle is unpar- 
alleled and unrivaled. Giants like 
the Sheik, Ken Patera, Freddie 
Blassie, Superstar Billy Graham 
and Stan “The Man” Stasiak have 
all been defeated by Mascaras. The 
important thing to remember is 
that the muscular masked marvel 
defeated these men and all others 
using only scientific wrestling tech- 
niques. No matter how rough the 
going gets; no matter how dirty his 
opponents plays it, Mascaras never 
lowers himself to his opponents’ 
level. He always wrestles fair and 
square bringing dignity to the sport, 
his country and most of all, himself. 
Whether he’s in Tokyo, Japan, 
Mexico City, Mexico, Rome, Italy; 
Atlanta, Georgia, or any other city 
or country he is appearing in, Mil 
Mascaras works out rigorously every 
day. He prides himself on his excel- 
lent physical condition and it cer- 
tainly shows. Sure, it’s a fact that 
all professional athletes must train 
hard but not everyone approaches 
it with the zeal of Mascaras. You 
could say he lives for his tough 
daily regimen of weight lifting, 
exercise and road work. A close 
observer of his routine condition- 
ing program would realize that 
each evening’s match is actually 
just the conclusion of Mascaras’ 
day long work out. It is this portion 
of his incredible conditioning pro- 
gram that the lucky fans are allowed 
to see. 

All his physical training pays off 
because no wrestler on the scene 
today possesses his unique combi- 
nations of stamina, strength, and 
grace in the ring. Millions have 
thrilled at seeing Mascaras end a 
match by coming off a corner turn- 
buckle, then spinning his body side- 
ways and leaping directly at his 
opponent full force. It’s assumed 


. 
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Mil Mascaras engages in a test of strength with Ivan Koloff. 


that today’s exciting mat wonder, 
Jimmy “Superfly” Snuka, has been 
inspired by Mascaras’ style. This is 
by no means meant to take any- 
thing away from Snuka who is 
genuinely great, but rather a com- 
pliment to Mil Mascaras. Long 
before “Superfly” amazed the fans 
with his fantastic high flying tech- 
niques, Mil Mascaras’ “flying leap” 
had defeated many opponents. His 
aerial maneuvers have always been 
his fantastic trademark. 

Although the NWA World cham- 
pionship has eluded “the Man of a 
Thousand Masks” he has held many 
championships over his career in- 
cluding the IWA title and numer- 
ous tag team belts. In this area 
Mascaras has proved to be one of 
those rare breeds of wrestlers who 
is just as at home in a tag team 
match as he is in individual compe- 


tition. The list of men he has 
teamed with is just as impressive as 
the list of men he has faced. Fans 
world wide have enjoyed the com- 
bos of Mascaras and Jose Lothario, 
Chavo Guerrero, Andre the Giant, 
Pedro Morales and even Bob 
Backlund. 

Mil Mascaras’s professional wres- 
tling career now scans some twenty 
years. Like a fine wine he gets bet- 
ter with age and he has never been 
in better condition. This is a dedi- 
cated man who loves his sport and 
his fans, who in turn adore the 
masked sensation. The next time 
you have the pleasure of seeing this 
star in action consider that you 
may very well be watching the 
greatest wrestler who ever lived. To 
the man of a thousand masks and 
the man of a thousand thrills, we 
say-fly on. Oo 
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The MIDNIGHT RIDER Captures 


and Relinquishes the 
NWA Title in the Same Night. 


or a sixty day period dur- 

ing the months of Janu- 

ary and February there 

appeared a man whocom- 
pletely captivated the fans in Flor- 
ida and created havoc in the wres- 
tling community there. The Mid- 
night Rider was his name and the 
legacy he brought to the Sunshine 
state will live forever. 

On Christmas day 1982 ina sur- 
prise upset, the maniacal Kevin 
Sullivan defeated “The American 
Dream”, Dusty Rhodes ina “Loser 
Leave Town” match, Dusty’s fans 
were heartbroken, but shortly there- 
after a masked man calling himself 
the Midnight Rider appeared on 
the scene. Dusty’s fans rallied 
around this new masked man in 
hopes that he would be the one to 
avenge their hero’s defeat. 

Soon, however, J.J. Dillon, Kevin 
Sullivan, Jake Roberts and others 
of their like, began to circulate a 
story that the Midnight Rider and 
Dusty Rhodes were one and the 
same person! Dillon even went as 
far as to travel to Kansas City to 
meet with NWA president Bob 
Geigel to have the Midnight Rider 
banned from Florida based on cir- 
cumstantial evidence demonstrat- 
ing that he was indeed Dusty Rhodes 
(see Main Event April 1983). NWA 
president Bob Geigel did not fully 
agree with Dillon’s conclusions and 
issued a ruling that if the Midnight 
Rider was unmasked and turned 
out to be Dusty Rhodes, he would 
then be suspended for one year 
from wrestling anywhere inan NWA 
city. 

After this ruling J.J. Dillon 


By George Napolitano 


offered $10,000 to anyone who 
could unmask the Midnight Rider. 
King Kong Mosca, Bad, Bad Leroy 
Brown, Gorgeous Jimmy Garvin, 
Snake Roberts and Kevin Sullivan 
tried but none of them could remove 
his mask let alone defeat the Mid- 
night Rider. 

Finally, in a fit of rage J.J. Dil- 
lon offered $50,000 to Ric Flair if 
he could pull off the impossible, 
unmask the Midnight Rider. Flair, 
upon learning of the offer was 
ecstatic. “$50,000 that’s my kind of 
bread,” said the champ with a 
gleam in his eye. “Abouta year and 
a half ago they said no one would 
ever defeat Dusty Rhodes and win 
the title but daddy look who’s the 
biggest man in the sport today. 
They’re calling this match the big- 
gest extravaganza in the history of 
wrestling and I will win, guaran- 
teed! No one loves money more 
than Ric Flair and no one knows 
and loves to be World’s Heavy- 
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Flair applies his feared Figure Four Leglock on the Rider. 


weight champion more than Flair. 
In Miami, Dusty Rhodes, or what- 
ever you call yourself, it’s you and 
me and I’m gonna rip off that 
damn mask. Then you won’t be 
able to wrestle anywhere in the 
entire world for one full year! Just 
think about it. What a night it’s 
gonna be. $50,000 for Ric Flair; the 
end of the Midnight Rider and a 
one-year suspension for Dusty 
Rhodes. Whether you like it or not, 
we are finished with the Midnight 
Rider and Dusty Rhodes!” 
Although Ric Flair had high 
hopes going into the battle, the 
Midnight Rider was also very 
optimistic, certain that the outcome 
of the battle would be a great vic- 
tory for him. “I'll make it real clear, 
real short and real simple,” said the 
mysterious masked man. “The 
Midnight Rider is ready for the 
biggest battle of his life. He came 
here appealing to the hearts and 
souls of all the little babies and 
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The Midnight Rider yanks Flair out of the ring. 


fans. And in Miami Beach on “The 
Night of the Mask” $50,000 will go 
to Ric Flair if he removes my mask. 
If the Midnight Rider even looks 
anything like that old, ugly Dusty 
Rhodes, Flair will win the money. 
But, cross my heart and hope to 
die, the Midnight Rider is not 
Dusty Rhodes. On the “Night of 
the Mask” the midnight Rider and 
only the Midnight Rider will walk 
away with the championship.” 
Expectation ran high prior to 
the big confrontation. A capacity 
crowd was on hand to witness first 
hand the match of 1983: Ric Flair 
vs. the Midnight Rider. To assure 
that there would be no slip ups, 
NWA president Bob Geigel was in 
center ring serving as special refe- 
ree for this allimportant showdown. 
During the opening announce- 
ment it was evident that the Mid- 
night Rider had a hard core legion 
of fans cheering him on. Finally 
after much speculation and pre- 


Flair grabs the Midnight Rider’s leg to go into the Figure Four. 
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match hoopla the match was under 
way. 

The match see-sawed back and 
forth with both men taking the 
advantage at various points in the 
battle. Finally, Ric Flair managed 
to gain the upper hand and as he 
mounted his offensive, special refe- 
ree Bob Geigel was knocked out of 
the ring. Flair continued his assault 
in hopes of winning the $50,000 
and finally after a hectic struggle, 
the champ succeeded in pulling off 
the Midnight Rider’s mask. Who 
was under the hood? The man 
under the mask bore a close re- 
semblance to Dusty Rhodes, but 
referee Bob Geigel was not able to 
make a positive identification being 
that he was sprawled on the outside 
of the ring. Eventually, the Mid- 
night Rider snatched his mask away 
from Flair and put it back over his 
face. The battle continued fast and 
furious on the inside as the special 
referee made his way back into the 
ring. Then in a surprise move the 
Midnight Rider flipped over Ric 
Flair and the champion found him- 


The Rider smashes Flair to the mat. 


self with his shoulders on the mat. 
The referee counted and on the 
count of three pandemonium broke 
loose! The Midnight Rider was the 
new World’s champion! The Mid- 
night Rider leaped for joy as he 
proudly waved the belt for all to 
see. Then the ring announcer’s de- 
cision was proclaimed, it was offi- 
cial. The Midnight Rider was the 
new NWA World’s Heavyweight 
champion. 

But, minutes later as the Mid- 
night Rider celebrated in his dress- 
ing room, NWA president Bob 
Geigel appeared. Geigel congratu- 
lated the new champion and then 
handed him a form to complete. 
On the form next to word NAME 
was printed “Name as printed on 
passport.” The Midnight Rider did 
a double take. What was the pur- 
pose of this form? President Geigel 
informed the Midnight Rider that 
the form was needed for documen- 
tation and legal records pertaining 
to the NWA. As president of the 
NWA it was his job to book the 
champion into foreign countries 
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for defense of the belt. For this rea- 
son the passport information was 
vital in preparing the various visas 
needed to wrestle in the countries 
that the NWA champion would be 
visiting. The Midnight Rider hear- 
ing this explanation then astonish- 
ingly handed the prized NWA 
championship belt back to Presi- 
dent Geigel. Geigel was shocked 
and stunned by this turn of events, 
and walked out of the dressing 
room with the championship belt 
in his possession in a state of total 
bewilderment. 

What was the Midnight Rider’s 
real reason in returning the prized 
World Championship belt to Bob 
Geigel? Was he actually admitting 
the fact that he was Dusty Rhodes? 
Afterwards, no one was able to 
find out for certain the reason 
behind the Midnight Rider’s strange 
action and no one ever will. The 
Midnight Rider has vanished from 
the Florida scene. As suddenly as he 
came he disappeared totally. Who 
was that masked man? I guess we'll 
never really know! Oo 
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Afa and Sika, the mighty Somoans 


THE WILD SAMOANS 


Are They the Greatest 
Tag Team in History? 


he Samoans are the great- 
est tag team in the history 
of professional wrestling. 
I don’t expect this state- 
ment to go unchallenged but before 
youaccuse me of ignorance, lunacy 
or even worse, being bought off by 
Louis Albano, let me explain. 

In the last decade pro wrestling 
has thrilled to the talents and abili- 
ties of many incredible and unique 
tag teams; The Fabulous Freebirds, 
Cowboy Ron Bass and Dusty 
Rhodes, the Moondogs, the Fabu- 
lous Kangaroos, Tito Santana and 
Ivan Putski, the Sheepherders Ser- 
geant Slaughter and Private Ker- 
nodle etc., only, the Samoans, have 
been champions in every area they 
have ever appeared. As soon as 
they arrive in an area they make 
their presence known by defeating 
any and all competition and quickly 
become the number one conten- 


By R.J. D’Ariano 


dors. Then in due course they win 
the championship and defend it 
successfully against all comers. This 
has been there pattern, their style, 
their unprecedented story. 

Tony Garea, the popular New 
Zealander who has been co-holder 
of the WWF Tag Team title with 
Dean Ho, Haystacks Calhoun, 
Larry Zbyszko and Rick Martel, 
has faced many other great tag teams 
but no team has impressed him 
more than the Samoans. “It’s their 
brute strength more than anything 
else,” says Tony. “They both have 
an incredible threshold for pain 
and they look so much alike you 
never know who you're battling 
and it’s impossible to tell whethera 
legal tag has been made or not. 
You soon get frustrated not know- 
ing whether your holds have any 
effect on them due to this confusion.” 

Although Tony Garea may not 


like the Samoans’ style he has total 
respect for them as a team. Natu- 
rally we would like to know what 
Afa and Sika think of their oppo- 
nents but these two mysterious 
islanders simply refuse to speak to 
the press. Whether it’s because they 
can’t speak English or just don’t 
want to talk, is another part of the 
Samoans’ mystery. In the past sev- 
eral years the Samoans have had 
three of the most controversial and 
successful managers in the sport 
representing them: Louis Albano, 
Ernie Ladd, and Sonny King. Cur- 
rently they are back under the gui- 
dance of Albano and doing just 
fine. 

Briefly recapping the Samoans 
recent history we find they have 
been champions for the most part. 
On April 12, 1980 in the Philadel- 
phia Spectrum-under the guidance 
of Albano they defeated the very 
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Captain Louis Albano and the wild Somoans, Afa and Sika 
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popular team of Rick Martell and 
Tony Garea winning the WWF 
Tag Team title for the first time. 
Several months later on a hot Au- 
gust night in a very vicious, and 
controversial match before 40,000 
fans at Shea Stadium, the Samoans 
lost to the team of Bob Backlund 
and Pedro Morales. Bob was also 
WWF Heavyweight champ and his 
commitments would not allow him 
to defend the tag team title as fre- 
quently as he felt he should so he 
and Morales gave up this title. An 
elimination tournament was held 
and teams from all over the world 
flew into the area in an attempt to 
win the prestigious belts. The fans 
were rewarded to some of the most 
exciting and wild bouts ever seen, 
but when the dust settled it was Afa 
and Sika who by defeating Tony 
Garea and Rene Goulet won the 
title for a second time. On Nov. 8, 
1980 however, the Samoans lost 
the WWF title and then went onan 
extended world tour. After con- 
quering the Orient, the Samoans 


Afa prepares to hurl Michael Hays. 
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Sika tosses Terry Gordy across the ring. 
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Afa delivers a devastating Head Butt to Eddie Gilbert. 


Sika gets ready to fling Gilbert into the turnbuckle. 
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turned up in the Louisiana area 
under the management of Ernie 
Ladd, and soon won the Mid-South 
Tag Team title. Next stop, Georgia 
where, managed by Sonny King, 
they once again became champions 
winning the National Tag Team 
championship. Wrestling fans are 
still talking about the classic con- 
frontations all over the South bet- 
ween the Samoans and the Fabu- 
lous Freebirds during that time. 

Now Captain Louis Albano, the 
man who has managed twelve teams 
to the WWF Tag Team title, has 
brought this awesome duo to the 
East to first destroy Jay and Jules 
Strongbow who defeated them for 
the belts; Then to seek revenge 
against The Fiji Island’s Jimmy 
Snuka. Albano has been importing 
wrestlers with similar tropical island 
backgrounds into this area (ED. 
note: His other charge, the “Mag- 
nificent Muraco,” a Hawaiian, re- 
cently defeated Pedro Morales, 
winning the Intercontinental 
Championship in Madison Square 
Garden—see MAIN EVENT April 
1983). Wrestling insiders realize 
that Albano wants to win all the 
titles available including the WWF 
Heavyweight crown, but they feel 
his ulterior motive in using so 
many “Island” people is to demol- 
ish Superfly Snuka. 

When we caught up with the 
Captain this question was posed to 
him. He replied. “Don’t waste my 
time asking me about that ungrate- 
ful moron. I'll tell you about the 
Samoans though. History is about 
to be made, brother. I will manage 
a team to the top for the thirteenth 
time. Thirteen, you hear that, my 
lucky number. And Afa and Sika 
will win the WWF Tag Team title 
for the third time. No one has ever 
done it before, but they will do it. 
They are mean and lean. They’ve 
got the skill; they’ve got the will. In 


short, they are the greatest.” 
I may not agree with their tactics 


but for once I find myself agreeing 
with the Captain, the Samoans are 
the greatest tag team around, and 
that’s a fact! Oo 


Afa has Gilbert helpless as Sika looks on. 


Ata’s powerful grip tears into Gilbert's shoulder. 


OUT OF THE RING 


Classy Freddy Blassie Joins 
Andy Kaufman on the 
David Letterman Show 


ot too long ago Classy 
Freddy Blassie, the Holly- 
wood Fashion Plate, was 
guest on the “David Let- 
terman Show.” Comedian, and 
sometime wrestler, Andy Kaufman 
was also on hand to add his own 
brand of humor to the program. 
During the show a film clip was 
shown of an upcoming movie en- 
titled, “Breakfast With Blassie” 
starring Andy Kaufman and Fred 
Blassie. The dialogue takes place 
inside Sambo’s Restaurant in down- 
town Los Angeles and with both 
Blassie and Kaufman exchanging 
quips the movie should be a smash. 
During the program host David 
Letterman showed still photos of 


By George Napolitano 


some of Freddie’s most memorable 
bouts. “I used to file my teeth,” 
Blassie commented, “and they were 
razor sharp.” Letterman then ques- 
tioned the bloody photos and re- 
marked that Blassie himself didn’t 
seem to have a mark on him. 
“That’s because I used to dish it out 
before they did,” Blassie replied. 
“T’ll admit that ’'m good looking, 
handsome, and God’s gift to wo- 
men.” 

The photos shown depicted Blas- 
sie’s bloody matches against Don 
Carson and Black Gordman. Blas- 
sie then told Letterman “If you like 
P’ll do that to you!” 

Afterwards a photo was shown 
of Blassie wrestling in Japan. When 
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Kaufman confers with Blassie about his future in wrestling. 
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David Letterman looks at a photo of Blassie in action. 
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Andy Kaufman shares a joke with David Letterman. 
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Blassie, who’s rvanaged scores of wrestlers, with former charge Adrian Adonis. 
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asked about this Blassie said, “In 
1962 when I was in Japan the peo- 
ple were very squeamish, weak- 
hearted and I used to bite the guys 
over there. Twenty-five people 
dropped dead during my six week 
tour.” David Letterman didn’t be- 
lieve Blassie’s incredible story. “Na 
na! Twenty-five people actually 
dropped dead, stopped breathing?” 
Asked Letterman, Blassie coun- 
tered, “That’s right! It was in 
Newsweek magazine. My ambition 
in life was to kill 100 people and 
I’ve failed. ’'ve only made 92.” 

After this the talk centered on 
Andy Kaufman and his relation- 
ship to Freddie Blassie. Blassie rep- 
lied that he was now acting as 
Kaufman’s manager outside of 
wrestling. “Why not wrestling?” 
Blassie was asked. “The man should 
stick to women! We all saw what 
happened when he got involved 
with a real wrestler!” 

The dialogue then bounced back 
and forth between Andy Kaufman, 
David Letterman and Fred Blassie. 


Fred and Miyaku pose with the producers of “Breakfast with Blassie” Linda Louttec and Johnny Legend. 


Allin all it was great seeing Classy 
Freddie Blassie on the tube away 
from the wrestling ring. Exposure 
like this is very good for the sport 
and it makes people who are not 
fans aware of wrestling. It also 
gives fans the opportunity to see 
wrestlers out of the ring. David 
Letterman and his staff have to be 


Another protege of the Hollywood Fashion Plate was the Iron Sheik. 


commended for putting profes- 
sional wrestlers on his program. 
This is the second time that he has 
featured them. The first time was 
when Jerry Lawler was on his pro- 
gram. We sincerely hope Letter- 
man continues to spotlight these 
talented and charismatic athletes 
out of the ring. Oo 
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Wrestler Of The Month 


OLE ANDERSON: 


The Man You Love to Hate 


ery little has been written 
about this grappler from 
Minnesota because very 
few people know the real 
Ole Anderson. In the many years 
he has been a wrestler, he has won 
most of the major titles, including 
the World Tag Team title with his 
brother, Gene and later regaining 
the title with Stan Hansen. Though 
not a fan favorite, thousands of 


By Jean Manning 


people are familiar with Ole And- 
erson. The Minnesota Wrecking 
Crew was considered a legend in 
his own time. 

“T have never felt it was neces- 
sary to make the fans like me, and 
to be a so called “nice guy.” I only 
do one thing in the ring and that is 
wrestle. My brother, Gene, and I 
wrestle better than anyone alive. 
We’re the best.” 


The loquacious Anderson explains his contract to Gorden Solie. 
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Their titles were forfeited how- 
ever when Ole’s brother Gene retired. 
Ole than tagged up with the bad 
man from Border, Texas, Stan 
Hansen. With Stan, he regained 
the World Tag Team titles but lost 
it a short time later. The loss of the 
titles did not end Anderson and 
Hansen tag team relationship. 
Though defeated once, they soon 
became an unstoppable team fac- 
ing all comers with their relentless 
attack. Their tag team skills were 
awesome and everyone knew they 
would win the $30,000 tag team 
championship that was offered at 
the Omni last Thanksgiving night. 
Many fans thought it was a fargone 
conclusion that the prize would be 
theirs considering their recent string 
of victories. Tag team after tag 
team entered the ring, as the field 
narrowed. Ole entered the ring 
alone for his first round of com- 
petition because Stan had missed 
his plane. He assured the referee 
that Stan was on his way and their 
team should not be eliminated. Ole 
was certain Stan would enter the 
Omni any minute. As the night 
went on more teams were elimi- 
nated and once again Ole entered 
the ring alone. This time the referee 
could take no excuses. Stan Hansen 
was not there so Ole had no partner 
and their team was eliminated. To 


Anderson prepares to slug Ric Flair with his cow bell. 
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say Ole was mad would be the 
understatement of the year. He was 
furious! Not only did he lose a 
chance to make a quick $30,000, 
but the trust he had in his partner 
was destroyed. 

Though much of the blame for 
the Anderson and Hansen split-up 
has been placed on Ole, the facts 
still remain, that Ole was the one 
who was stood up. He was left 
standing alone in the ring withouta 
partner. 

Ole’s verbal abuse of Hansen 
turned to physical confrontations 
when the big man from Texas came 
back to confront Anderson. The 
tag team and friendship was at an 
end and the former partners were 
now at each other’s throats. They 


wrestled everywhere, in and out of 
the ring. Not satisfied with the 
results of his many battles with 
Hansen, Ole has tagged up with 
“Mad Dog” Buzz Sawyer. Hansen 
has used many partners to go against 
Ole and the Mad Dog, the most 
recent being the Masked Superstar. 
The outcome of their battles still 
remain unsettled. 

Ole Anderson is one man youdo 
not cross. Whether you are his 
friend or foe you walk ever so 
softly when the man is around. He 
is one sports figure who relies very 
little on the frills and publicity that 
are a big part of a wrestler’s way of 
life. His techniques are pure and 
simple. He uses what it takes to get 
the job done with his vast knowl- 


Ole has Flair bloody and bound on the mat. 


edge of wrestling skills and brute 
strength. You will never see the 
man change his hair color or add 
spangled robes to his wrestling 
attire. He will never cater to the 
press and interviews with the man 
are impossible to obtain. To get to 
know the man, you must stand 
back and observe carefully, but 
even then you'll only barely scratch 
the surface. 

Ole’s wrestling ability is admired 
by his friends and rivals alike. If 
you are among the thousands who 
have had the opportunity to see 
Ole Anderson wrestle alone or with 
his many tag team partners, you 
know he isa man witha strong and 
distinct personality. He is a man 
that you either love or hate. o 
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MATCH OF THE MONTH 
The Super Destroyer 


vs. 
Butch Reed 


By George Napolitano 
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At the beautiful Riverfront Coli- 
seum, adjacent to Riverfront Sta- 
dium, home of the Cincinnati, 
Reds, the Super Destroyer put up 
$2,000 for the chance to challenge 
Butch Reed in a winner-take-all 
match. But to the chagrin of the 


masked star, Butch Reed walked 
out the victor and $2,000 richer as 
he pounded out a sensational vic- 
tory over the Super Destroyer. 
Photos of this wild battle have 
been captured on the following 
pages of WME. 


Reed has a Head Scissors on the Super Destroyer. 
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The Super Destroyer has Butch Reed on the ropes. > 


” 


Reed lifts the Super D high over head. 


Reed flies off the ropes and tackles the Super D. 
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veryone throughout the 

wrestling world is well 

aware of the accomplish- 

ments and achievements 
of the NWA World Heavyweight 
champion Ric Flair, AWA cham- 
pion Nick Bockwinkel and WWF 
champion Bob Backlund. These 
men are constantly in the limelight 
and deservingly so, due to their 
outstanding records over the years. 
Although these men are the big 
three in professional wrestling, there 
are several other men equally as 
talented who also possess major 
championships. One of these other 
title claimants is the sensational 
Puerto Rican wrestler Carlos Colon. 
Colon is the proud holder of the 
World Wrestling Council (WWC) 
Heavyweight title, the WWCcham- 
pion, Colon has turned back the 
challenges of many top men in the 
sport. To win the title Carlos Colon 
defeated wild man Abdullah the 
Butcher ina thrilling match before 
a sold out crowd in the Roberto 
Clemente Coliseum in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. Since winning the 
title in August 1982, Carlos Colon 
has successfully defended his crown 
against Dory Funk Jr., Terry Funk, 
Roddy Piper, King Tonga, King 
Kong Mosca, Bobby Jaggers, Har- 
ley Race, Crazy Luke Graham, El 
Tempix and Mexico’s Pedro Aguayo 
as well an many other top stars 
from around the globe. 


The 
Unknown 
Champion 


By George Napolitano 


The WWC Heavyweight title is 
recognized throughout the Carib- 
bean and in Latin America, South 
America, Mexico, and Africa as 
the top title in those parts of the 
world. As champion Carlos Colon 
has traveled extensively to these 
countries successfully defending his 
crown against all comers. 
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CARLOS COLON: 


For those unfamiliar with Car- 
los Colon’s ability let’s just say that 
this Puerto Rican sensation can do 
it all. He can execute aerial man- 
euvers with the grace and agility of 
Tiger Mask. His scientific knowl- 
edge is on a par with that of Dory 
Funk Jr., and Colon can mix it up 
with the best and worst of them if 
the situation warrants it. He is a 
complete wrestler who has been 
around and knows all the tricks of 
the trade. 

“I’ve been wrestling profession- 
ally since 1964,” Colon said as we 
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“MRE CEH LA TAZA LLENA 
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Colon’s teeth dig into Abudullah’s Skull as other wrestlers try to separate them. 
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relaxed after a recent bout in sunny 
San Juan, “And right now I feel 
that I have finally put it all together. 
I started wrestling in New York in 
1962 at the late Antonino Rocca’s 
wrestling club. He was my inspira- 
tion and I owe a great deal to this 
man. In 1964 at the age of sixteen I 
began my professional career and 
it was tough. But | madea vow that 
I would stick with it and become a 
great wrestler and I feel that I’ve 
accomplished my goal.” 

Although Carlos Colon is a suc- 
cess today it took many years before 
he was able to put it all together. 
After leaving New York, Colon 
traveled the circuit first in Canada 
where he began to polish off the 
rough edges. There he captured the 
Canadian championship and his 
career was on the rise. 


Colon tosses Moondog, King to the mat. 


Following his tour of Canada, 
Colon traveled to Atlanta, Ga. and 
there won another title. Then Colon 
returned to his homeland of Puerto 
Rico and there he has remained 
ever since. “In 1974 I was asked if I 
wanted to wrestle in Puerto Rico, 
once there I knew that this was the 
place for me,” Colon recalls. “Right 
then all the pieces began to fall 
right into place and I’ve been on 
top ever since.” While wrestling in 
Puerto Rico and the neighboring 
Caribbean Islands, Carlos Colon 
has captured the Puerto Rican cham- 
pionship, the North American 
Championship, the U.S. title, the 
Caribbean T.V. title, the Carib- 
bean championship, the North 
American Tag Team championship, 
the Caribbean Tag Team cham- 
pionship and now the WWC Hea- 


vyweight title. In the last eight 
years Carlos Colon has been the 
number one wrestler throughout 
the Caribbean and since winning 
the WWC title Colon has expanded 
his domain to where he is now the 
number one wrestler not just in the 
Caribbean but also in Latin Amer- 
ica, South America and Central 
America. 

Since winning the coveted WWC 
title, Carlos Colon’s toughest op- 
ponents have been, wildman Ab- 
dullah the Butcher, Terry Funk, 
and NWA World’s champion Ric 
Flair. Flairand Colon have battled 
on two occasions, once in Barba- 
dos, British West Indies and once 
in San Juan, Puerto Rico with 
boththe NWA and the WWC titles 
at stake. In both matches Colon 
and Flair battled to an hour long 
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draw. Right now plans are in the 
works for another double title show- 
down between these two great cham- 
pions. As far as Abdullah the 
Butcher is concerned Colon has 
battled this wildman on numerous 
occasions with every match turn- 
ing into an all out war. Abdullah 
was the man Colon defeated to win 
the WWC title, that’s why every 
time these two arch enemies meet 
rivers of blood flow. Butas hard as 
he has tried Abdullah has just not 
been able to defeat the talented 
Colon and regain the WWC title. 
Terry Funk, like Abdullah and 
Flair, has battled ferociously with 
the championand thisformer NWA 
World’s champion nearly defeated 
Colon in their encounter, but the 
crafty Colon surprised the tough 
Funk to win the match. “If I had to 
rate my opponents | would have a 


» _ 
The WWC Champ applies a 
vicious Arm Bar on King. 


tough time picking out who has 
given me the most trouble,” Colon 
says. “Certainly I’ve had my wild- 
est bouts with the Butcher. The 
man is insane. You just never know 
what to expect from him. Over the 
years he has been my roughest 
opponent by far. But for sheer 
ability and wrestling knowledge | 
would have to say that Terry Funk 
is tops. Surprisingly I’ve had a 
tougher time against Funk than 
against Ric Flair. Anyway all three 
of these men are the tops in their 
profession and I am proud that I 
have been able to hold back these 
tremendous challenges.” 

Carlos Colon is a true competi- 
tor and a real credit to the sport. 
With his great knowledge of the 
sport and his ability he should 
hold on to the prestigious WWC 
title for’a longtime tocome. O 


Colon’s Arm Lock has Ric Flair grimacing in pain. 
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War breaks loose as Colon and Abdullah go at it. 
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